AT THE BOTTOM OF AN ABYSS
WE FIND OURSEIVES ON FIRM GROUND
Brother Abe Shinri

Last year, the NHK transmitted a serial drama about the life of Koseki Yuji, the famous
composer. Before writing the well-known song “The bells of Nagasaki”, Koseki visited
Doctor Nagai Takashi. The words of the above title were said to him by Nagai, sick in
bed, victim of the atomic bomb.

“At the bottom of an abyss, we find ourselves on firm ground.” These words are deeply
impressed in my heart. Koseki was born in Fukushima, where I also was born. That’s

why, watching this drama, many feelings were filling my heart: emotion, gratitude, tears.

I find this message so necessary to all of us in this pandemic all over the world, where
so many people are suffering. In the middle of so many difficulties, I feel that our faith,
our life style are challenged. What we have, what we can do, all is something that we

have received through God and through so many people around us.

Doctor Nagai, though sick in bed, continued to call for peace and offered his prayers
for that purpose. “At the bottom of an abyss we find ourselves on firm ground®. Every
person in this world was created by God. Every life is precious. Victim of the atomic bomb
on Nagasaki, Nagai experienced what it means being at the bottom of an abyss, but
continued to call for peace for all mankind. Let us listen to his call, let us feel for others

and let us pray for peace, the peace that comes from God.

Doctor Nagai says: “At the bottom of an abyss we find ourselves on firm ground. I
was really at the bottom of an abyss, but I was able to make my way up again thanks to
the hope I got through these words”.

I conclude with a prayer for all who died because of the corona virus. May God give
them eternal rest. I pray for all who are suffering. May God heal them. I pray for doctors,

nurses. May God give them courage and comfort.



HAMAKKO LOI GIOI THIEU THANG 6

O PAY VUC THAM, CHUNG TOI THAY BUQC SU
VUNG TIN VAO LY LE CUA MINH

Suw huynh Abe Shinri

Nam ngoai, nha dai NHK da phat song mot bo phim truyén hinh dai tap ké vé cudc doi Koseki
Yuji, mot nha soan nhac ndi tiéng. Trudc khi sang tac bai hat noi tiéng “The bells of Nagasaki” Koseki
dd gip bac sy Nagai Takashi. Nhiing tir ngir cta tiéu dé & trén 1a do Nagai, bénh nhan dang & trén
givong bénh, nan nhin ciia bom Nguyén tir di cung cp cho ong.

“O day vwc tham, chiing t6i thdy dwoc sw vieng tin vao 1y 1& cia minh.” Nhiing 101 1& nay that su
an tuong siu sic trong tim t6i. Koseki dugc sinh ra & Fukushima, toi cling sinh ra tai noi d6. D6 1a 1y
do tai sao, khi xem b phim nay, ¢ qua nhiéu cam xuc tran ngap trong 10ng toi: su xic dong, long biét
on, giot nudc mét.

T6i thay thong diép nay rat can thiét cho tit ca chung ta trong dai dich nay trén toan Thé gidi &
do c6 qua nhiéu dang phai chiu dau kho. Giita vo van kho khian, toi cam thdy niém tin, phong cach
song ctia chung ta bi thir thach. Nhiing gi chung ta dang ¢, nhimg gi ching ta co thé 1am, tat ca nhiing
thir 46 déu 1a chiing ta da 1anh nhan dugc tir Thién Chaa va rat nhiéu ngudi xung quanh minh.

Bac sy Nagai, mic du dang 6m & trén giuong bénh, nhung van tiép tuc kéu goi cho hoa binh va
cau nguyén cho muc dich d6. “O ddy vuc tham, chiing ti thay dwoc sw viing tin vdo Iy 1€ ciia minh.”
Moi ngudi trén Thé gi6i nay déu do Thién Chua tao nén. Mdi su séng déu dang quy. Nan nhén cia
Bom Nguyén Tur 6 Nagasaki. Nagai da trai qua cam giac nhu dang ¢ dudi day vuc tham, nhung van
tlep tuc kéu goi Hoa binh cho toan Nhan loai. Moi nguo1 hay lang nghe tiéng kéu goi ctia dng ta, hiy
dong cam véi nguoi khac va cau nguyén cho Hoa binh, sy binh an dén tir Thién Chua.

Béc sy Nagai noi: “O ddy viee tham, chiing téi thdy dwoc sy vitng tin vao Iy 1é ciia minh. T6i thit
sw dang o cuoi viec tham, nhung toi da co thé lam cho minh troi ddy mot lan nita nho vao hy vong toi
da hoan thanh nhiing loi kéu goi nay.”

T6i khép lai bang mot 101 ciu nguyén cho tat ca nhitng ngudi da chét do Vi rit Corona. Xin Chua
ban cho ho dugc an nghi do1 doi. To1 cau nguyén cho tat ca nhitng ai dang chiu dau kho, xin Chua
chira lanh cho hg. T6i cau nguyén cho céc bac sy, y ta. Xin Chtia ban cho ho long ding cam va su an
ui.



